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Subject: Bill 11 CD1 - Commercial Activities at Kailua & Kalama BeachParks

GoodafternoonChairmanandMembersof theCouncil,

My nameis UrsulaRetherford,aKailuaresidentfor thepast40 years. I amurgingyoursupport
for Bill 11 CL~1.

As mentionedin theApril 18thtestimony,what is happeningattheBeachParkis only an
extensionofthecommercializationof our entire community.To understandBill 11, weneedto
look atthefactorsthathaveconspiredto bringusto thepresenttipping pointandour fight for
survivalasaresidentialcommunity.

Onefactoris thefact thatweareaone-companytown wherealmost 100 percentof thecentral
businessdistrict is ownedby onelandlord,KaneoheRanch.We areatthemercyof optimum
profit seekingby acompanyin favorof its stockholderevenwhenthat pursuitreducesthequality
of life of local residentsby theestablishmentofmegastores,thepromotionofdaily fleetsof
largetour buseswith touriststo shopat its storesandcrowdourbeach,reducingour traffic to
gridlockandturningourtown into aresortdestination.

Thesecondfactoris theCity’s acquiescenceto someofKaneoheRanch’sdevelopmentprojects
without undertakingacomprehensivetraffic studyofthe wholeof Kailua,astudybeggedfor by
Kailuafor years.

A third factorthathasled usto thepresentsituationis theCity’s blind eyeto theselling out of
ourresidentialzoning.Kailua is beingopenlymarketedasaresortdestinationby investorsand
entrepreneurson thousandsofwebsitesaroundtheworld. TheCity hasusedpatheticexcusesof
how it lacksthetoolsto enforceourzoninglawsandprotectour quality oflife.

It hasalsolackedthewill to enforceexisting lawsregulatingthe commercialuseof ourbeach
andpark,which hasled to theprogressionwenow face,andto Bill 11.

All ofthis “laissez-fairhasled usto ourpresentsituationat thebeachpark andelsewherein our
community.It hasled to thepointwhereentrepreneurswho haveillegally exploitedourpark and
beachfor yearsnow insiston aseatatthetableandhire lawyersto write lettersto theCouncil,
presumablyto intimidatetheCity.

Whattheseentrepreneursandthe City or State shouldbeworriedaboutare lawsuitsthat could
arisefrom accidentsstemmingfrom the exposureofinnocenttouriststo mortaldangersin the
oceanby irresponsiblekayakbusinessoperators,andby theCity andState’slackof regulations
ofthesebusinesses.I alwaysthoughtthat suchlackof regulationscouldonly be found in corrupt
under-developedcountries.
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Someofyou haveaskedwhat kind of signalthepassingof Bill 11 CD1 would sendto thetourist
industry. I believethetime hascometo askwhatkind of signalyou would be sendingto the
affectedresidentialcommunityby notpassingBill 11. Shouldthefinancialgainofthetourist
industryandassociatedintereststrumpthequalityof life, andrights ofabeleagueredresidential
communityandthepreservationof afragile environment?I do notbelieveso.

Someof you expressedconcernaboutcreatingaprecedent.I believethereis nothingwrongwith
creatingaprecedentthat seeksto ensuretheprotectionofourparksandbeaches,andthesafety
andwell-beingofaresidentialcommunity.Sucha goodprecedentis long overdueandin the long
runbenefitsnot only local residentsbut alsoourvisitors by maintainingtheharmonybetweenthe
two.

Kailuais aresidentialcommunity.However,if it is felt by somethatKailuashouldbe aresort
thenlet’s go throughtheproperre-zoningprocessof public hearingswheretheinfrastructureand
all social,environmental,andeconomicimpactsareevaluated.

I urgeyou to supportBill 11 CD1 andthankyouvery muchfor holdingthishearingon the
Windwardside
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UrsulaRethercord
42 N. KainaluDr.
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